
Tena Koutou, e hoa ma. Ngā mihi kia koutou. 

Dear Parents, Caregivers and friends of the school.

I would like to start by welcoming the following new tamariki and families who have 
joined our St John Bosco School Community recently: 
Ruma Puriri
Harriet Childs , who joins her big brother Fergus
Kai Crosswell, who  joins his big sister Peyton and big brother Taika
Emmie Kerry, who  joins her big sister Frankie
Mason McCormack and his parents, Jessica and Guy
Olive Rapley, who joins her big sister Elsie

Ruma Koromiko
Eve Churches and her parents, Mel and Chris
Poppy Crocker and her parents, Hannah and Scott
Cooper Mundie, who joins his big sister Charlotte

Nau mai haere mai ki te kura o Hato Hoani Paukau - St John Bosco School. May God 
bless you on your educational journey with us. We will nurture and grow your children 
and enable them to be the best version of themselves everyday on their journey to 
reaching their full potential. 

Start of the Year
Thank you to those who contributed to our mihi whakatau on the first day of school to 
welcome the aforementioned students. It is important to make those first moments 
special, without being overwhelming. I was really proud of our Year 6 students who 
lead for the first time and grateful to the parents and grandparents who stood on our 
side to help welcome. We also had an amazing turnout at the school picnic on a 
beautiful night with a warm pool and an inviting atmosphere. 

Whanau Connect
Thanks to all who have responded to the whanau connect invitation (click on “School 
Bookings” on the home screen of HERO to book in). At these we will follow up on your 
‘what's the buzz’ responses, discuss how your child and yourself have settled into the 
routines of a new class and clarify anything that needs so. Our teachers know how 
your child did academically last year and are just beginning to build some insight into 
strengths and areas for improvement in relation to this year so the focus here is more 
on social/emotional and getting to know you as well. At the end of Term 1 you’ll get 
evidence on HERO showing RE and Inquiry learning. Reading, Writing and Maths 
achievement will be formally shared at the end of Term 2. 

HERO Calendar/Events distinction.
HERO have released a new feature called ‘events’. We will only put things in there that 
require a response such as permission for a trip. You will get an alert about these. The 
calendar feature will have those events plus everything else that goes on at school 
such as the start of year picnic or the book fair that don’t require a response. 

Ambrose Golf Tournament
This years event is on Sunday 22nd of March at Westown Golf Course. 
If you would like to enter a team text Tyler Diachok - 0272485013
If you would like to be a ‘hole sponsor’ email Lynsay Ireland - taylor.lynsay@gmail.com

Ngā Mihi Aroha
Ryan Fleming
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Whanau Connect (Parent / 
Teacher Interviews)

Tuesday 3 & Wednesday 4 
March - school closing at 

2pm both days

Book Fair
Monday 2 - Friday 6 March

Swimming Sports
Friday 13 March

School Mass
Sunday 15 March

Ambrose Golf Tournament
Sunday 22 March

BOT Meeting
Tuesday 24 March, 6pm

Term 1
Monday 2 February -

Thursday 2 April

Term 2
Monday 20 April -

Friday 3 July

Term 3
Monday 20 July - 

Friday 25 September

Term 4 
Monday 12 October - 

Tuesday 15 December

FOCUSED FOUNDATIONS AND FAITH FOR THE FUTURE
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Congratulations to the following students who received student of the week 
certificates at our school assembly on the 11th February

Puriri Jude Spicer
Koromoko Arias Danaher
Kawakawa Ander Swartz George Smart
Nīkau Fergus Childs Eleana Payne
Horoeka Finn McDowell Ariella Hill
Kōwhai Oliver Doyle Lucia Dawick
Pōhutukawa Max Menzies Charlie Turner
Karaka Milla Gilmour Riley Leadbeater
Rimu Lincoln Stevens Alexandra Danaher
Tōtara Finn Lynskey-Maclean Josephine Carr
Kauri Alexandra Cowley Aubrey Aston



R E S I L I E N C E
I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.

Philippians 4:13
     

Our school value that we will focus on during term 1, is manawaroa demonstrating resilience.  I can be like Jesus 
when I embrace new challenges, take risks, accept disappointments and always try my best even when it is 
difficult.  

The key competency we are focusing on is managing self .  Managing Self when in relationship with Jesus means 
learning to live according to the Gospels of Jesus. 

Our Graduate Profile focus is Independent Agents,  Mana Tangata.   I know what I need to learn, to be more like 
Jesus

Religious Education Learning
In Week 1 we began our school year by attending a Liturgy as a whole school to celebrate St John 
Bosco, our school patron Saint, whose Feast day was on January 31st, before we started school. 

We have begun our year establishing classroom prayer routines, and working collaboratively to develop 
our Class Treaty.   We have also been learning about St John Bosco, Euphrasie Barbier and the Mission 
Sisters who started our school.   
We are now moving into the RE Curriculum theme ‘A Tātou Whakapapa - Our Story.’

“Our story is the story of the Church, and who we are and how we got here. Our stories as individuals can 
only be told in the context of whenua, tupuna and whakapapa - the bigger story of our families, our 
cultures, our faith and our lands.
Children will develop an understanding of the Church in terms of significant events and people that have 
shaped our Church and the world. They will be able to explore their own whakapapa as well as their 
communities, connecting with this past, present and future story in which we all belong.” 
(https://www.totatouwhakapono.nz/) 

Special Character  
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THE POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION for 
February 2026 For children with incurable 
diseases: 
Let us pray that children suffering from 
incurable diseases and their families receive 
the necessary medical care and support, 
never losing strength and hope.
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LENT 2026             Lent has begun… 

Lent is preparing ourselves for the death and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ. The Liturgical Colour is Purple.
Lent begins with an invitation from God:  “Come back to me 
with all your heart” (Joel 2:12).  
Our Lenten Journey is a response to God’s invitation.

Last week we began to prepare for Lent by having a Burning of the Palms Liturgy, where we burned palms from Palm Sunday 
last year, to prepare the ashes for Ash Wednesday Mass .   

Then we began Lent together by attending Ash Wednesday Mass as a school this week. Father Simon reminded us that Lent 
is a time of joy where we prepare ourselves for the greatest Feast and event in our Catholic Calendar. 

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of the season of Lent. It is the first of the 40 days of Lent leading up to Easter. The 40 
days refer to the time Jesus spent in the desert after being baptised in the Jordan by John and before beginning his public 
ministry. 

40 Days of Lent!       Significance of 40 In Bible!        
Number 40 is mentioned around 146 times in the Holy Bible, it usually is a time of testing, trials, and repentance. 
- 40 days during Lent
- 40 days and 40 nights of Great Flood 
- Moses is Prince of Egypt for 40 years
- Israelites wander in the forest for 40 years 
- Jonah warns people of Nineveh to Repent or be destroyed in 40 Days
- Jesus fasts for 40 days 

Interestingly, the word “Lent” comes from Old English through Middle English to modern English. Looking at its origin, “lent” is a 
shortening of the word “lengthen,” used to describe the increasing amount of daylight each day: the harbinger of spring and 
new life, buds opening, green grass, daffodils, and tulips popping up.  Jesus lived in the Northern Hemisphere and therefore 
the time of Lent and Easter, occurs during their season of Spring .... This is why we find things relating to Lent and Easter often 
referring to and making connections to Spring.

Spring for many is a time of cleaning, and Lent is a time for spiritual spring cleaning. We clean out the clutter that has 
accumulated in our lives to make more room for God and one another. 

Read Pope Leo’s message for Lent here 



This year the Caritas theme for Lent 2026 is 
‘HEAR THE VOICE, ANSWER THE CALL  

WHAKARONGO KI TE REO, WHAKAHOKIA TE KARANGA.

We will be exploring the Caritas Lenten Resources each week during Lent. We are invited to listen to 
God’s voice and the voices of the vulnerable, and to respond with love and action.
Using the three traditional pillars - prayer, fasting, and almsgiving we will be connecting our faith to real 
world justice. Lent becomes a time of transformation where we can reflect on our responsibilities as 
Christians, and discover how to be God’s love in action. 

Each week of Lent pairs Gospel readings from Christ’s journey with contemporary stories from Caritas 
partners worldwide. Students will encounter communities across the Pacific (Fiji, Papua New Guinea, 
Tonga, West Papua and Samoa) and beyond (Kenya and the Holy Land), seeing firsthand how Caritas 
walks alongside people working to overcome poverty and injustice. vulnerable, and to respond with love 
and action.

Later this term we will be participating in the Caritas Lenten Challenge.  
The Caritas challenge is an annual event which gives children the opportunity to demonstrate 

solidarity with those living in poverty or injustice. 
In 2026, we are supporting vulnerable communities impacted by climate change through the 

He Oranga Taurikura programme. 
Together, we can help families adapt and thrive in the face of environmental challenges.  

More information about this will come out soon.
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Attending Mass is important for supporting the RE program 
in classrooms. 

   
We invite and encourage you to attend our weekday class 

Masses where possible.  

We would love to see parents, grandparents and friends at our weekly children's mass. You do not need to 
be Catholic to attend. We have a play area for preschoolers and please don't worry about them making a 
noise. We would also love you to stay after each mass for a special morning tea and fellowship with our 

parishioners and other parents.

Week Date Classes Attending

Week 4 Wednesday 25 February Nga Kakano 

Week 5 Wednesday 4 March Pōhutukawa & Kōwhai 

Week 6 Wednesday 11 March
Sunday 15 March

Tōtara & Kauri
SCHOOL MASS

Week 7 Wednesday 18 March Horoeka & Nīkau

Week 8 Wednesday 25 March Karaka & Rimu

Week 9 Wednesday 1 April Pōhutukawa & Kōwhai 

St John Bosco School Led Sunday Mass Dates 2026

Term 1: Sunday 15 March
Term 2: Sunday  7 June

Term 3: Sunday 13 September
Term 4: Sunday 29 November

We encourage all families to make the commitment to attend school Mass.  It is important that 
we gather as a community and support our children’s faith development. 



Click here for the latest Parish Newsletter 

 

Messages from the Parish
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Messages from the Diocese

Chrism Mass | Save the Date
This year’s Chrism Mass will be held on Tuesday 31 March, 12:05pm at the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit. 
Everyone is welcome.

 

CathNews New Zealand
CathNews New Zealand shares the big news from the Catholic Church and stories of relevance to 
Catholics every Tuesday and Friday. Sign up for the free digital newsletter and read the latest stories at 
cathnewsnz.com

E tū te mana o te ao: Building a climate of hope – Faith and Action Guide
Our faith communities teach us to reach beyond ourselves, towards others, and to the world around us. 
They help us to cross boundaries and care for each other and for the environment.

The Religious Diversity Centre's new publication E tū te mana o te ao: Building a climate of hope — Faith 
and Action Guide explores different faith communities' beliefs about our relationship with the natural world 
and provides inspiring examples about how we can all help reduce climate change and its impacts.

A free download is available at https://rdc.org.nz/rdc-climate-action-group/

LENTEN RESOURCES

FORTY DAYS & FORTY NIGHTS
Growing in maturity of Faith accompanied by Food For Faith through Lent with daily reflections at 
www.foodforfaith.org.nz

 

Ashes to Hope | Caritas Lent Webinar Series – Registrations now open
Journey through lent with New Zealand’s Catholic Bishops and others of the faith as they guide us in 
prayer and reflection on each Sunday’s Gospel. Wednesdays in lent, 7:30pm to 8:30pm.
Registrations are now open: visit https://link.caritas.org.nz/lentweb1regiamong

Click here for the latest Diocesan update
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Online Lunch Ordering at School with Ezlunch
From this term, our school will be using Ezlunch, part of the Kindo platform, for all online lunch orders.

Ezlunch provides a simple, mobile-friendly way for families to order fresh, tasty lunches from the same local 
providers you already know and love. Ordering is quick and easy, payments are secure, and lunches are delivered 
reliably to school.

Lunch days remain the same, with Sushi available on Wednesdays and Subway available on Fridays.

Parents and caregivers can place orders using the Kindo app (available on iPhone and Android) and choose from 
a range of convenient payment options, including card, bank transfer, Google Pay, Apple Pay, and more. The 
system also includes helpful allergen alerts and automated reminders, helping ensure no one misses out on lunch 
day.

Ezlunch is free for schools, reduces administration time, and makes it easier for families to stay organised.
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Get involved with School Policy Reviews

Go to sjb.schooldocs.co.nz

Enter username ‘sjb’
password ‘21clinton’

Once you’re into the website click the blue register button and see what policies 
are under review

Current policies under review:

● Sun Protection
● Alcohol, Drugs & Other Harmful Substances Policy
● Digital Technology and Online Safety
● AI Policy

We welcome your feedback!
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Kelly Club
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Community Notices

Learn a Musical Instrument!
Learning an instrument has amazing benefits 
for young minds, from boosting creativity to 
building confidence. Our local Music School 

is offering lessons this year for a variety of 
instruments—all provided, with scholarships 

available for families who need financial 
support. For more information or to register 

your child, contact Jocelyn Beath at 
joc.beath@xtra.co.nz or 021 144 1681.



PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS



PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS

https://cobbuilders.co.nz/

seatorsal@xtra.co.nz
 

027 742 4453

https://cobbuilders.co.nz/


