
Tena Koutou, e hoa ma. Ngā mihi kia koutou. 

Dear Parents, Caregivers and friends of the school.

I know we always say this, but, fastest term ever! I want to begin by making a huge 
shout out to our Community Fundraising group for running a slick event at our 
Ambrose Golf Tournament and raising money for our school to continue providing 
top drawer facilities for our children. Early reports suggest we could be on track to 
challenge previous records for funds made at this tournament! 

Fuel. Costs a bit at the moment, doesn’t it? I know this is places pressure on families 
in a pretty tight economy anyway. If you are struggling with meeting costs for school, 
and are comfortable coming to me, please do so and I will try to find a way to help 
out at our end. Further to that, we have ready to heat meals in our freezer for those 
going through a bit of a challenge. On the other side to that - we are always needing 
to top this up so if you wanted to contribute to our community meals freezer then we 
would welcome any contribution. 

In 1996 the Spice Girls released 'wannabe', the Nintendo 64 was launched, Jim Bolger 
was the Prime Minister of New Zealand, and a teaching star of the future was only 
just born (guess who?!). Brent Holswich was also employed by Marie Barrett as the 
caretaker and IT support at St John Bosco School. This week we have had a series of 
celebrations to thank Brent. You can see more about this on page 2 & 3 but I just 
want to publicly thank Brent for being such a loyal, reliable and efficient community 
legend. I am so proud to show visitors around our school and having such a tidy, well 
kept place is a massive part of that. We have a pretty good ‘shop window’ and first 
impressions count. These are seen in the ‘look’ of the place which Brent drives. 

This week has been holy week; the most significant of the liturgical calendar as we 
celebrate Jesus’ final days. We have come together as a school each afternoon to 
learn about the stations of the cross. It is a real highlight for me seeing all staff and 
some of our students sharing and praying at the lectern in front of our whole school 
in such an important week for us as faith filled catholics. 

At the end of next term you’ll receive reports on your child’s progress against the new 
curriculum. The terminology for describing their level or achievement has changed. 
Rather than ‘at’ ‘towards’ or ‘beyond’ are now as seen below. In the progress 
descriptor.  We’ll send out a more detailed explanation next term but want you to 
start getting used to the language now.

. 

I hope the holidays are an opportunity to refresh and reset - have a couple of 
mornings out of the relentless grind of wake ups-school lunches-drop offs repeat. It 
has been a great term on so many aspects and I’m looking forward to a quick break 
before coming back rearing to go again in Term 2! 

Ngā Mihi Aroha
Ryan Fleming

Term 1, Week 9              Thursday 2 April 2026

End of Term 1
Thursday 2 March

Start of Term 2
Monday 20 April

BOT Meeting
Tuesday 12 May, 6pm

Teacher Only Day
Friday 22 May

Term 1
Monday 2 February -

Thursday 2 April

Term 2
Monday 20 April -

Friday 3 July

Term 3
Monday 20 July - 

Friday 25 September

Term 4 
Monday 12 October - 

Tuesday 15 December

FOCUSED FOUNDATIONS AND FAITH FOR THE FUTURE
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Celebrating Brent - 30 Years of Dedication

This week we are proud to celebrate an incredible milestone, 30 years of service  from someone who is truly at the 
heart of our school, Brent.

Brent is known by everyone as the person who can fix just about anything! Whether it’s a broken chair, a tech issue, a 
last-minute job, or something no one else quite knows how to solve, Brent is always there with a calm approach and 
a willingness to help.

Over the years, Brent has played such an important role in keeping our school running smoothly behind the scenes. 
His hard work, reliability, and quiet dedication have made a lasting impact on both staff and students. Many of us 
simply couldn’t imagine school life without him.

What makes Brent so special isn’t just what he does, but how he does it. He is always kind, approachable, and ready 
to lend a hand, no matter how big or small the job.

We are incredibly grateful for everything Brent has given to our school over the past 30 years. His contribution has 
made SJB a better place for us all.

Thank you, Brent, for everything you do, we appreciate you more than words can say!
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Celebrating Brent - 30 Years of Dedication
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Congratulations to the following students who received student of the week 
certificates at our school assembly on the 25th March

Puriri Rose Hanover
Koromoko Frankie Hall
Kawakawa Amelia Eng Miles Ormond
Nīkau Willow Coward Melanie Hettiarachchi
Horoeka Karley Seator Macey Critchley
Kōwhai Jude Newell Jude Cribb
Pōhutukawa Scarlett Cotter Harry Devine
Karaka Joey Bridgeman Thomas Kearns
Rimu Beau Irving Xanthe Lagula
Tōtara Darci Dumbell Sofia Cipriano
Kauri Eloise Clarkson Bree Parker-Bishop



R E S I L I E N C E
I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.

Philippians 4:13
   

Special Character  
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THE POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION for April 2026 For priests in crisis: 
Let us pray for priests going through moments of crisis in their vocation, that they may find the 
accompaniment they need and that communities may support them with understanding and prayer.

What is Holy Week?

Holy Week is the special week before Easter that tells the story of Jesus' 
last days on earth.  It began last Sunday - Palm Sunday, where we 
celebrated Jesus’ triumphant entrance into Jerusalem. He was welcomed by 
crowds worshipping him and laying down palm leaves before him. It also 
marks the beginning of Holy Week. He then spent time with the Gentiles in 
the Temple, and on Wednesday left for the Mount of Olives. He returned to 
Jerusalem on Thursday, to share the Last Supper with His apostles. Then 
was then arrested and tried.  He was crucified at Calvary on Friday. He was 
buried the same day, and arose three days later, on Easter Sunday.  
Note: Easter is not part of Holy Week, but rather the beginning of the Easter 
season.

Holy Week Liturgy
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The Stations of the Cross

The Stations of the Cross is about Jesus's painful walk to crucifixion using 14 simple, visual steps. 
Also known as the Way of the Cross or the Way of Sorrows and are any series of fourteen images 
depicting Jesus Christ on the day of his crucifixion with accompanying scripture and prayers. The 
stations help Christians to make a spiritual pilgrimage through contemplation of the Passion of Christ. 
It has become one of the most popular devotions and the stations can be prayed in many Christian 
churches, including Catholic, Lutheran, Anglican and Methodist.

This week, our school gathered in the church over three afternoons to pray the Stations of the Cross. 
We used the Caritas resource, which aligned with the Lenten programme and helped us make 
meaningful connections between each station and real-life stories from around the world.

These reflections invited us to think deeply about the experiences of others and to pray for people 
facing injustice, hardship, and poverty. It was a special time of prayer, compassion, and reflection for 
our students and staff as we journey through Lent together.
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Last week we participated in the annual CARITAS Lenten Challenge event for schools and youth 
groups around New Zealand. The event aims to demonstrate solidarity with those living in poverty or 
injustice.   Our challenge was a  LIVE-A-THON  

We “spent a day making a difference for a lifetime” for the people that CARITAS support. 

The focus this year ‘HEAR THE VOICE, ANSWER THE CALL - WHAKARONGO KI TE REO, 
WHAKAHOKIA TE KARANGA.

During our LIVE-A-THON day, children had a little bit of an experience of what life is like for the children living 
in these countries who have to make shelters with limited resources, and eat only rice or simple foods. 

This year, Caritas will use the money raised to support vulnerable communities impacted by climate change 
through the He Oranga Taurikura programme.  The NZ Aid Foundation gives $3 for every $1 donated to this 
event.   

Thank you so much St John Bosco School Community, for your support and generous donations. Together we  
have raised $3,683.20, $497.30 of that was today with the Easter Market. This amount will be a total of 
$14,732.80 for Caritas this year.  God bless you all.

We thank you Lord, for this term. For the challenges, the successes, and the mistakes from which we 
have learnt. Be with us as we spend our time with family and friends. Give us strength and courage to 
do what is right: to be witnesses of our faith. Help us to be a practical Christian these holidays, to 
appreciate what others do for us, to give time and effort to help others. Keep us safe in our activities; 
give us good rest and good fun. Bring us back refreshed and ready for a new term. We thank you for 
our classmates, teachers, parents and a community that cares for us.    Amen



Click here for the latest Parish Newsletter 

 

Messages from the Parish
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Messages from the Diocese

Good Friday Collection – 3 April 2026
Each year, the Holy Father invites Catholics worldwide to support the Good Friday Collection as 
a sign of solidarity with Christian communities in the Holy Land. In Aotearoa New Zealand, this 
collection helps maintain the Shrine Church in Cana and supports scholarships for students at 
Bethlehem University, as well as the pastoral and humanitarian work of the Franciscan Custody 
of the Holy Land. In the midst of ongoing hardship and conflict, our generosity is a tangible 
expression of hope and support for Christian families living where Jesus lived and ministered. 
Please give generously to this important collection.
Special envelopes are available in the foyer, or donations may be made by direct credit via your 
Parish office. 
 
Easter Sunday Dues – Special Collection, 5 April 2026
Many thanks to all parishioners who, in past years, have contributed to the Easter Dues / 
Offerings Special Collection. This collection supports the work of the Clergy Trust Fund, which 
assists our priests with the various costs associated with their ministry and personal wellbeing. 
The Fund is responsible for every aspect of caring for our priests, and they are deeply grateful 
for the generosity and ongoing support they receive from parish communities.
Specially marked envelopes are available in the church foyer. Alternatively, donations may be 
made by direct credit via your Parish office. 

MissioNZ and Missio Aotearoa newsletter
Fr Michael Pui has posted to parishes Issue 3 of The Sower, the newsletter of MissioNZ and 
Missio Aotearoa, the 2 charities that support the Pope in his missionary endeavours. He asks 
that parishes please leave these hard copies of the newsletter out in church foyers for 
parishioners. The newsletter is also found online at https://missio.nz/newsletters 

Prayer Retreat for Women | Magnificat Retreat Centre, Featherston
All women are warmly invited to a Prayer Retreat for Women, a weekend to step away from daily 
life and grow in prayer. The retreat includes talks exploring the meaning of prayer, why we pray, 
and how to deepen our prayer through humility, along with time for personal prayer, Holy Mass, 
Eucharistic Adoration, and spiritual direction.
The retreat begins with dinner at 6pm Friday 15 May and concludes 3pm Sunday 17 May after 
the final session and Rosary. To register: https://www.trybooking.com/nz/BBMC

Click here for the latest  Diocesan Update 
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Article from our Year 6 Student Media Leader
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Thank You to our Golf Day Sponsors
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Get involved with School Policy Reviews

Go to sjb.schooldocs.co.nz

Enter username ‘sjb’
password ‘21clinton’

Once you’re into the website click the blue register button and see what policies 
are under review

Current policies under review:

● Sun Protection
● Alcohol, Drugs & Other Harmful Substances Policy
● Digital Technology and Online Safety
● AI Policy

We welcome your feedback!
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Kelly Club
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Community Notices
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Community Notices



PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS



PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS

https://cobbuilders.co.nz/

seatorsal@xtra.co.nz
 

027 742 4453

https://cobbuilders.co.nz/


