
Tena Koutou, e hoa ma. Ngā mihi kia koutou. 

Dear Parents, Caregivers and friends of the school.

I would like to start by welcoming the following new tamariki and families who have 
joined our St John Bosco School Community recently: 
Ruma Puriri
Marlo Johns , who joins his big brother Bodhi
Bjorn Smith and his parents Phillipa and Chad
Jaxon Seator, who joins his big sister Karly

Ruma Koromiko
Nina Fleming, who joins her big brother Freddie
Harley Loto, who joins his big brothers Hunter and Harrison 

Nau mai haere mai ki te kura o Hato Hoani Paukau - St John Bosco School. May God 
bless you on your educational journey with us. We will nurture and grow your children 
and enable them to be the best version of themselves everyday on their journey to 
reaching their full potential. 

It is week three already and the term has been filled with action including a lovely 
Mother’s Day morning tea today in the juniors. 

Ambrose Golf Tournament Makes Record Profit!
We can also confirm that our Ambrose Golf Tournament made a record profit with 
over $15,000 raised. A huge thanks to Emily and the Community Fundraising Group 
team. Their next event is the school disco on Wednesday the 24th of June at St 
Joseph’s church hall. Dates for the Term for parent quiz night will come out soon - we 
are just negotiating dates with our MC and Parish Hall team!  

Community Meals
A huge thanks must also go to Danielle McGregor for coordinating the latest 
community freezer meals with a great group of people. It is very important for us to 
help those in need. If you know someone in our school community under a bit of 
pressure at the moment for any reason, pop in and see us and we can get you a ready 
made meal or give you one to give to someone without us knowing who they are. 

Sport
Term 2 sport is underway for most teams. Y5/6 Interschool sport started last week 
against Central School with victories in rugby and netball. All classes have been out 
playing rippa rugby with the TRFU coaches too. A huge thanks to our parent 
volunteers who coach and manage. Managing children after a whole day of school 
can be quite the challenge so make sure we are all looking out for our coaches and 
helping where we can. You could do this by encouraging children to help pack up the 
gear (don’t do it for them!) at the end of the session, you could stand by children who 
are distractible and model good listening to the coach and if confident enough you 
could offer to take a group for a skills session. Further to that I, personally, have been 
fortunate to coach some children recently across various sports whose parents were 
outstanding players in their day. Do you know what the common habit among all 
those children is? They all thank the coach after every training and every game. It is 
something I have begun to push with my own children and encourage you to do the 
same. One thing I have always been proud of in my 11 year association with St John 
Bosco School has been the sideline behaviour of our parents which is exemplary. 
Please keep this up and know that you represent us too. 

Ngā Mihi Aroha
Ryan Fleming
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BOT Meeting
Tuesday 12 May, 6pm

Teacher Only Day
Friday 22 May

School Disco
Wednesday 24 June, 

5.30-7.00pm

Term 2
Monday 20 April -

Friday 3 July

Term 3
Monday 20 July - 

Friday 25 September

Term 4 
Monday 12 October - 

Tuesday 15 December

FOCUSED FOUNDATIONS AND FAITH FOR THE FUTURE
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Congratulations to the following students who received student of the week 
certificates at our school assembly on the 29th April

Puriri Mason McCormack
Koromoko India Allan
Kawakawa Emily Webb Meika Walsh
Nīkau Carter Maxwell Grace Jenkins
Horoeka Harper Lepper Leo Gilmour
Kōwhai Rowan Speirs Cailee Leadbeater
Pōhutukawa Willem de Jager Taika Crosswell
Karaka Cobie Tofts Knox Murdoch
Rimu Fletcher Downey Elliotte Shelswell
Tōtara Eden Smith Theo Dawick
Kauri Harper Heal Ryan Coombe



R E S I L I E N C E
I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.

Philippians 4:13
   

Special Character  
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THE POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION for May 2026 That everyone might have food 
Let us pray that everyone, from large producers to small consumers, be committed to avoid wasting 
food, and to ensure that everyone has access to quality food.

More about the Easter Season: The Church is still Celebrating the 
Easter Season as we journey toward Pentecost.  The Easter Season 
begins on the evening of Easter Sunday and continues for fifty days, 
ending on the evening of Pentecost Sunday. The fifty days between 
Easter Sunday and Pentecost is a time of thanksgiving and joy for 
what Christ has done for humanity.

Honoring Mary in the Month of May: 

Why May?  In the Catholic Church, the month of May is traditionally dedicated to Mary, the Mother of 
God. While the Northern Hemisphere celebrates this in spring, here in Aotearoa , we honor Mary as 
the autumn leaves fall. Even as the days get shorter and cooler, Mary’s love provides a "spiritual 
warmth" for our families.

A Little History  The Feast of Our Lady, Help of Christians, which is celebrated on May 24, dates back 
to the sixteenth century, which was not a peaceful time in Europe. In 1571, Catholics throughout the 
continent joined in praying the rosary in hope for peace. 

When the early missionaries and settlers arrived in New 
Zealand, they brought this deep love for Mary with them.
In 1841, Bishop Pompallier even dedicated our country to 
Mary, Help of Christians . So, when we celebrate Mary in 
May, we are continuing a long history of faith that belongs right 
here in our own backyard.  This day is just as important today. 
A special time to ask Mary to help us all in our prayer for peace.



Ways to Celebrate this Month

● Gather Autumn Treasures:  Since we don't have spring blooms, create a "May Altar" at home 
using beautiful autumn leaves, pinecones, or hardy winter flowers like Camellias.

● The Family Rosary:  As the evenings get darker, it’s the perfect time to light a candle and pray a 
decade of the Rosary together.

● A "Hail Mary" Drive:  Next time you’re in the car on a chilly morning, say a quick Hail Mary together 
for someone in our school community who needs a bit of extra love.  E Maria, e te Atua whaea, inoi 
koe mo matou. (Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us.)

● Mary, Help of Christians:  On May 24th, we celebrate the Feast of Mary, Help of Christians (the 
Patroness of New Zealand). Say a special prayer for our country on this day.

We will be celebrating Our Lady Help of Christians 
Feast Day and attending Mass as a whole school on 
Wednesday May 20th. Please join us if you are able.
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Important Feast Days
1st May - St Joseph the Worker

Saint Joseph the Worker was the husband of Mary and the 
foster father of Jesus. He is a great role model because he 
shows how hard work and listening to God can make the world 
a better place.

8th May - Anniversary of the Election of Pope Leo XIV

This week is the first anniversary of the election of Pope Leo the 
14th. He is the 267th leader of the Catholic Church and the first 
American pope in history. Elected on 8 May 2025, he is known 
for his kindness, love for sports, and his special concern for 
children's care and wellbeing.

Pope Leo’s prayer intention for May is that everyone might have 
food

Let us pray that everyone, from large producers to small 
consumers, be committed to avoid wasting food, and to ensure 
that everyone has access to quality food.
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13th May - Our Lady of Fatima

The story of Our Lady of Fatima began in 1917 in a small village 
in Portugal, where three young shepherd children—Lucia, 
Francisco, and Jacinta—reported seeing a beautiful lady 
"brighter than the sun". She appeared to them six times between 
May and October, always on the 13th day of the month, sharing 
messages of prayer and hope for the world. The Lady, who later 
identified herself as the Lady of the Rosary , had a very clear 
message for the children and the world. Pray the Rosary for 
peace in the world.

17th May - ASCENSION of the LORD

What is the Ascension? For 40 days after his resurrection on 
Easter Sunday, the Bible says that Jesus travelled and 
preached with his apostles, preparing them for his departure 
from Earth. Ascension Day marks the moment Jesus literally 
ascended into heaven before his disciples, at the village of 
Bethany, near Jerusalem.

Mother’s Day Prayer

Good and Gentle God, we pray, in gratitude for 
our mothers and for all the women who have 
joined with you in the wonder of bringing forth 
new life. You who became human through a 
woman, grant to all mothers the courage they 
need to face the uncertain future that life with 
children always brings. We also pray for all those 
mothers  in war torn areas who are suffering, 
anxious and grieving.   Amen
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Attending Mass is important for supporting the RE program 
in classrooms. 

   
We invite and encourage you to attend our weekday class 

Masses where possible.  

We would love to see parents, grandparents and friends at our weekly children's mass. You do not need to 
be Catholic to attend. We have a play area for preschoolers and please don't worry about them making a 
noise. We would also love you to stay after each mass for a special morning tea and fellowship with our 

parishioners and other parents.

Week Date Classes Attending

Week 4 Wednesday 13 May Pōhutukawa & Kōwhai 

Week 5 Wednesday 20 May Whole School Feast Day 

Week 6 Wednesday 27 May Karaka & Rimu

Week 7 Wednesday 3 June
Sunday 7 June

Horoeka & Nīkau
SCHOOL MASS

Week 8 Wednesday 10 June Tōtara & Kauri

Week 9 Wednesday 17 June Nga Kakano

Week 10 Wednesday 24 June Pōhutukawa & Kōwhai 

Week 11 Wednesday 1 July Horoeka & Nīkau



Click here for the latest Parish Newsletter

 

Messages from the Parish
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Messages from the Diocese

Mission Hub: Accompanying Others in Faith - Thresholds of Conversion & Evangelising 
Conversations 
How do we journey with others as they move closer to Christ? 
This May, Mission Hub will explore a practical and hope-filled approach to accompanying others in faith. 
Carly Mulqueen will guide us through the “thresholds of conversion” — helping us recognise where someone 
might be on their journey and how to enter into meaningful, evangelising conversations with sensitivity, 
courage, and trust in the Holy Spirit. 
This session is in collaboration with the Catholic Enquiry Centre. 
Monday 18 May, 7:00–8:30pm (online). All are welcome. 
Register: bit.ly/missionhubmay2026 
Mission Hub is a monthly online space where people from across Aotearoa gather to be formed, inspired, and 
equipped for mission in their everyday lives. For more info and past sessions: https://missionhubnz.com/  

Billings Life Seminar 
Billings Life NZ will host a two-day Natural Fertility Awareness seminar in Whanganui on June 19 and 20. The 
event is designed for couples using or considering the Billings Ovulation Method, health professionals or 
others wanting to learn more about the method, and people interested in becoming accredited Billings 
teachers. Find out more and register at www.billingslife.org.nz/training-seminar  

Urgent Need for Christian Foster Parents 
The Open Home Foundation is calling on any Christians who feel called to be foster parents. You can make a 
difference, if just for a weekend, a week or long-term.  
Contact Jo.Berrington-Hince@ohf.org.nz for more information. You can also watch their promo video here: 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1S9cmZ6XyMGr4n2iVOe49VhzNepTy-YT5/view  
 
St Joseph's School New Plymouth Centenary | 23 -25 October 2026 
St Joseph’s Catholic School invites former students, staff, and families to attend this significant milestone. 
The event will take place Friday 23 – Sunday 25 October. 
Those interested are asked to register at St Joseph's School New Plymouth Centenary Registration: Labour 
Weekend 2026 
Follow the official Centenary Facebook page for more information and updates: 
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61576850039718  
 

      Click here for the latest 
          Diocesan Update 
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Get involved with School Policy Reviews

Go to sjb.schooldocs.co.nz

Enter username ‘sjb’
password ‘21clinton’

Once you’re into the website click the blue register button and see what policies 
are under review

Current policies under review:

● School Swimming Pool
● Education outside the classroom (EOTC)

We welcome your feedback!
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Kelly Club
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Community Notices

First Communion/Older Children Baptism Outfit Rental
 
For those families looking for a traditional white outfit for First Communion or Older Children Baptism. First, please 
ask family and friends if they have something suitable. If nothing is available, then before you hunt the shops and 
purchase a garment, you might like to consider renting. 
 
Please text or call Bridget Clarricoats on 021 0699160 for an appointment to view.   I’m available 3pm to 7pm 
Monday to Friday, 1pm to 7pm Saturday and Sunday.  My address is: 3 Keats Place, Whalers Gate, New Plymouth. 
Sizes range from size 1 to size 16 for both boys and girls.  You don't have to rent whole outfits, you can just rent 
what you need.
 
Rental Prices: 
Girls:  White dress $10, white shoes $5, white jackets/cardigans $5, shoulder or waist length veils $5 (only if really 
wanted for First Communion), ribbons or clips in hair look just as nice – I have a small selection in stock
Boys:  Black Trousers $5, white shirts (with or without tie) $5, vests/waistcoats $5 (black or white)
 
How To Rent: 
Ring from approximately 6 weeks out and arrange an appointment for your child/children to come and have a look 
and try on.  If you decide to rent then you can normally take the garment with you on that day, keep it safe, wear it 
on the day, then return it to me by the Friday following the event. All garments are cleaned by myself upon return
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Community Notices



PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS

seatorsal@xtra.co.nz
 

027 742 4453



PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS

https://cobbuilders.co.nz/


