
Tena Koutou, e hoa ma. Ngā mihi kia koutou. 

Dear Parents, Caregivers and friends of the school.

As term 3 draws to a close we get a chance to reflect on a hugely successful 
term in multiple facets of school. There is much to celebrate.

The change in curriculum and consequent reporting to whānau has been a 
significant scheme of work, at all levels. I am incredibly proud of our staff and 
students for how they have taken on the challenge. The standard is very high, 
we all know that now, and I know that all children are learning, making 
progress and more competent and skilled than they were at the start of the 
term. Our staff and leadership team are absolutely driven to maximise 
learning time and help our children reach their full potential. We often talk 
about how fortunate we are to have such great parental support. 

The St John Bosco School schooling experience is, of course, about more than 
just academics. A genuine encounter with Christ and the education of the 
whole child through values education taught via the Catholic worldview is 
what we are really all here for. This term’s value focus has been co-operation. 
We want our children to pursue their own standards of academic excellence 
but for them to do well and be well in life it is critical they develop the ability 
to work well with others for common goals and the common good. Good 
relationships are a key tenet for wellbeing and valuing co-operation and 
wanting to be good at working well with a range of people is a great first step 
towards that for our children and, in fact, all of us. Our school value next term 
is Service. Funnily enough, serving others for the sake of serving and for 
wanting nothing else in return is a pretty good start to that relationship 
building too….. 

Cross Country was a real success this term. I was so proud to see our students 
digging in and committing to their own personal excellence. I am always 
most impressed with those children who are not our ‘star’ runners but still 
put in the effort. This tells me these children set their own personal standards 
of effort, irrespective of what those around them are doing and gives me 
great hope for their future. We have also had wonderful success for our 
talented runners. You can see a list of those who finished in the top 20 at the 
New Plymouth Cross Country on page 10 as well as a list of our Taranaki Cross 
Country team (the biggest team ever). I really want to thank Ms Lynskey for 
the conditions she creates in PE that enable our children to succeed. Athletics 
next term!

Term 4: 
Term 4 is always a full-on one for Primary Schools and this coming one will be 
no different. November the 5th is Parihaka Day and we will be putting down a 
Hāngi again. Keep an eye out for notices about that in the near future. 

Enjoy the weekend and avoid the bugs!

Ngā Mihi Aroha - Ryan Fleming
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FOUNDATIONS AND FAITH FOR THE FUTURE
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“me tākaro tāua?” - “should we play?” or “do you want to play?”

"āwhina mai" - "help me"

“kia ora mō te tautoko"  - "thanks”

“he mīharo koe” - ‘you are amazing”

Heard using Reo! 

Congratulations to the winners of our hats and jerseys this morning:
Ryan, Leo, Frankie, Aiya, Henry, Luke, Essie and Noah pictured with 
some of our other merchandise wearers for today!

Phrases of the Day at SJB! 
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Congratulations to the following students who received student of the week 
certificates at our school assembly on the 9th September

Harakeke Edison Thomas
Puriri Lennox Stevens
Koromoko Harley Loto
Kawakawa George Smart Harriet Christensen
Nīkau Hayden Delvin Arlette McKay
Horoeka Amelia Gamlin Leo Gilmour
Kōwhai Lainie Johnson Jude Newell
Pōhutukawa Antonio Sangueza Micah Jenkins
Karaka Remi Williams Rosie James
Rimu Tessa Charteris Ethan Doyle
Tōtara Lexi White Tommy Mikloska
Kauri Olive Smiley Mack Wood
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CO-OPERATION CHAMPIONS

Throughout this term, our students have been putting our school value of 
Co-operation into overdrive! Whenever a student is spotted demonstrating 
great teamwork, whether working together in the classroom, including others in 
playground games or lending a helping hand, they are awarded a Co-operation 
Card to drop into our prize box.

Every fortnight, two lucky names are drawn, one Junior student and one 
Senior student, to win a FREE 6-inch sub!

Congratulations to our term winners:

Junior Winners

● Oscar Singleton, Koromiko
● Cooper Mundie, Koromiko
● Melanie Hettiarachchi, Nikau
● Harper Lepper, Horoeka

Senior Winners

● Max Menzies, Pōhutukawa
● Iyla Walsh, Kauri
● Josephine Carr, Tōtara
● Holly James, Pōhutukawa



Cross Country Results 2026
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5 year old girls

7 year old boys7 year old girls6 year old boys

6 year old girls5 year old boys

1st Taika Crosswell
2nd Harrison Loto
3rd Jude Downey

1st Isla Brown
2nd Olive Menzies

3rd Ella Hohaia

1st Harvey Snowden
2nd Leo Gilmour

3rd Miles Ormond

1st Harper Lepper
2nd Emily Webb

3rd Goldie McFadyen

1st Harley Loto
2nd George Smart
3rd Kai Crosswell

1st Sylvie Lee
2nd Rose Hanover
3rd Frankie Hall



Cross Country Results 2026
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8 year old girls

10 year old boys10 year old girls9 year old boys

9 year old girls8 year old boys

1st Matisse Ngeru
2nd Moss James

3rd Luke King

1st Miller Ormond
2nd Peyton Crosswell

3rd Ellie Bellringer

1st Hunter Loto
2nd Jeremy Johnson
3rd Fletcher Downey

1st Jessica Ireland
2nd Sienna Dawick
3rd Freya Padman

1st Archer Severinsen
2nd Rio McGregor
3rd Jesse Theys

1st Stella Diachok
2nd Everly Snowden
3rd Lainie Johnson



Cross Country Results 2026
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11 year old boys11 year old girls

1st Theo Dawick
2nd Elliot Diachok
3rd Ryan Coombe

1st Isla Menzies
2nd Josie Carr
3rd Iyla Walsh
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In the Zone: Cross Country Captured!
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New Plymouth Cross Country - Top 20
9 Year Old Girls

2nd Jessica Ireland 
6th Stella Diachok
10th Milla Gilmour
16th Freya Padman

18th Everly Snowden

9 Year Old Boys

1st Hunter Loto
2nd Fletcher Downey
11th Angus Gilmour

20th Archer 
Severinsen

10 Year Old Girls

1st Miller Ormond
3rd Ellie Bellringer

13th Rosa Carr
18th Maddison Theys

20th Peyton Crosswell

10 Year Old Boys

5th Moss James
6th Jeremy Johnson
14th Matisse Ngeru

11 Year Old Girls

2nd Isla Menzies

11 Year Boys

4th Theo Dawick
5th Elliot Diachok

Taranaki Cross Country Team

Angus Gilmour 
Archer Severinsen
Ellie Bellringer
Elliot Diachok
Everly Snowden
Fletcher Downey
Freya Padman
Hunter Loto

Isla Menzies
Jeremy Johnson
Jessica Ireland
Josephine Carr
Maddison Theys
Matisse Ngeru
Milla Gilmour
Miller Ormond

Moss James
Peyton Crosswell
Rosa Carr
Ashton O’Keeffe
Stella Diachok
Theo Dawick



C O - O P E R A T I O N
For we are partners working together for God.

1 Corinthians 3:9
   

Special Character  
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THE POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION for September 2026 For the care of water.  
Let us pray for a just and sustainable management of water, a vital resource, so that everyone may 
have equal access to it.

WELCOME SPRING !
God of the earth and sky, as the winter frosts thaw in Aotearoa, we 

thank You for the bright kōwhai blooms and the return of the tui's song. 
Just as the land bursts into new life, we pray for renewal in our own lives, 

communities, and across our beautiful country. Amen

We remember, awesome God, that on the last day of 
creation, you rested and told us to do the same. Give us 

rest from our routine this spring holiday break.   Fill us with joy.
Keep us safe and be with us as we play together and enjoy 

quiet time alone. We thank you for days of work and 
learning and days of play and rest.

Help us to love you and to love each other.   Amen

Social Justice Week  

Thank you for your generous donations on our 
Wacky Hair mufti day in Social Justice Week. We 
raised $315.70 for CARITAS to help them to 
empower communities in need both here at home 
and around the world.
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ROSARY - Month of October

Catholics have been given a very special gift in the rosary. The month of October each 
year is dedicated to the Holy Rosary.  It is based on incidents in the life of Jesus and Mary.  
The use of beads or knotted ropes to count large numbers of prayers comes from the 
earliest days of Christianity. However, this way of prayer precedes Christianity. The 
development of the rosary as we know it today has gone through many stages. Christian 
Monks used this method to pray the Psalms. Today the rosary consists of in total 150 Hail 
Marys, divided into three sets of 50, which are further divided into five sets of 10 (a 
decade). 

The rosary tells the story of Jesus’ life in four parts:
The Joyful Mysteries - tell us about Jesus’ birth and his early life
The Sorrowful Mysteries - teach us about the suffering and death of Jesus on the cross
The Glorious Mysteries - are about Jesus’ resurrection and the glorious life that awaits us 
in heaven 
The Luminous Mysteries - tell about Jesus’ ministry when he went out to teach people 
about God. 

The first three weeks of Term 4 we will be saying the Rosary everyday. 
Tamariki may bring their own rosary beads if they wish. 
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Attending Mass is important for supporting the RE program 
in classrooms. 

   
We invite and encourage you to attend our weekday class 

Masses where possible.  

We would love to see parents, grandparents, and friends at our weekly Children’s Mass. You do not need to 
be Catholic to attend. We have a play area available for preschoolers, please don’t worry about little ones 

making noise during the Mass.

We would also love you to stay after each Mass for a special morning tea and fellowship with our 
parishioners and other families.

Week Date Classes Attending

Week 10 Wednesday 23 September Nga Kakano

Week 1 Wednesday 14 October Pōhutukawa & Kōwhai 

Week 2 Wednesday 21 October Tōtara & Kauri

Week 3 Wednesday 28 October Karaka & Rimu

Week 4 Wednesday 4 November No Class Mass

Week 5 Wednesday 11 November Pōhutukawa & Kōwhai 

Week 6 Wednesday 18 November Tōtara & Kauri

Week 7 Wednesday 25 November Nga Kakano

Week 8 Wednesday 2 December Horoeka & Nīkau

Week 9 Wednesday 9 December Karaka & Rimu



Older Children’s Baptism
Coming up in November is an opportunity for children seven years and older (and their younger 
siblings) to be baptised.  
Important Dates:

● 8th November   - 4.15pm at St Joseph's Church - preparation and practice.  Followed by 
attending 5.30pm Mass together as a group where children will be anointed as part of the 
preparation for baptism.  

● 15th November - 1.30pm Baptism celebration at St Joseph's Church followed by afternoon 
tea.   

Please get in touch to register.  
Karen Maclean - Young Families Minister 
youngfamilyminister@catholicparishnp.nz

YOUTH FOR CHRIST CAR WASH AND BAKE SALE: 
Our parish Youth For Christ group (YFC) are holding a car wash and bake sale at St Joseph’s 
Church, Saturday, 19 September, 9.00am to 3.00pm, to raise funds to attend the YFC North Island 
Conference in Ngaruawahia. Your support will make it possible for more young people to participate 
in this life changing event of faith, fellowship and leadership formation. And you will have a lovely 
clean car. 

“SMEG” Knives at New World Supermarkets
 If any parishioners shop at New World and aren't collecting the SMEG coupons, would they be kind 
enough to collect for us and drop into the container at O.L.H.C. or St Joseph's Office. These will be 
used to get some knives for St Joseph's Hall Kitchen. Thank you. Fiona Dravitzki, Hospitality Team.

                                      Click here for the latest Parish Newsletter  

 

Messages from the Parish
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Messages from the Diocese

World Day of Migrants and Refugees 
Sunday 27 September 2026 marks the 112th World Day of Migrants and Refugees. In his message for 
this year's observance, Pope Leo XIV highlights the plight of children and young people forced to flee their 
homes because of war, poverty, violence, environmental disasters, and other crises. He reminds us that 
migrant and refugee children are among the most vulnerable, often facing trauma, exploitation, separation 
from loved ones, and dangerous journeys. 

Read Pope Leo’s message for the 112th World Day of Migrants and Refugees at 
https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/messages/migration/documents/20260811-world-migrants-day-202
6.html  
Season of Creation 2026: Living Water 
From 1 September to 4 October, Christians around the world will celebrate the Season of Creation, an annual 
time of prayer, reflection and action for our common home. This year's theme, Living Water, is inspired by 
Ezekiel 47:1-12, where God's life-giving river brings healing, renewal and abundance wherever it flows. 

Resources can be found at www.tumanako.pndiocese.org.nz/2026/08/season-of-creation-2026-living-water

Could you be a St Carlo Missionary? 
St Carlo Acutis’ feast day is October 12 and this year we celebrate only his second feast day as a saint. 

Were you inspired by St Carlo during the relic mission or have you found yourself drawn to his love for Jesus 
and the Eucharist? 

Over the next four weeks, we invite you to pray and notice whether God might be stirring something. 

Prayer: St Carlo, help me to love Jesus as you did. Pray that I may recognise the gifts God has given me 
and have the courage to use them for His mission. Amen.

National Centennial Mass for Venerable Meri Hōhepa Suzanne Aubert 
All are invited to a special Centennial Mass marking 100 years since the passing of Venerable Meri Hōhepa 
Suzanne Aubert, celebrated by the Catholic Bishops of Aotearoa New Zealand at St Mary of the Angels 
Church, Wellington, at 2pm on Sunday 4 October 2026. The Mass will honour Meri Hōhepa's enduring legacy 
of service, particularly her work among Māori and with society's most vulnerable people.  
For more information, visit https://www.compassion.org.nz/history/celebrate-compassion-2026 

MISSION SUNDAY 100TH CELEBRATION 
The Catholic Church around the world will mark the 100th Mission Sunday on October 18.  
The day is set aside to pray for the Church’s mission and to support those who carry the Gospel to places 
where hope is fragile, where faith is young and where believers often face hardship or persecution. That 
support can be financial and through prayer.  

Find out more at: https://missio.nz/ 

The New Zealand Catholic Bishops have written a letter to Catholic Schools and Parishes – you can find it at 
https://bit.ly/MissionSundayNZ2026               

            Please click here for the latest Diocesan Newsletter 
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Get involved with School Policy Reviews

Go to sjb.schooldocs.co.nz

Enter username ‘sjb’
password ‘21clinton’

Once you’re into the website click the blue register button and see what policies 
are under review

Current policies under review:

● School Community Engagement Policy 
● Inclusive School Culture
● Student Attendance

We welcome your feedback!
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Community Notices



PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS

seatorsal@xtra.co.nz
 

027 742 4453



PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS

https://cobbuilders.co.nz/


